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To My Neighbors

Hello Neighbors,

Welcome to the latest edition of the LONA  newsletter. We all have busy lives, but I
hope you will take a few moments to read through the pages and find out about
what’s been going on and what’s coming up. We have a great neighborhood, and I
hope all of you will join me in keeping it up. Who am I? W ell, my name is Richard
Thomas and I am the new LONA Board President. See what happens when you
don’t show up to the general meetings? Seriously, I look forwar d to contributing as
much as I am able to, continuing to make this a great place to live.

There has been a fair amount going on around the neighborhood, hopefully you
noticed. We reported in the last newsletter that the entrance sign construction was
finished. Since then, a number of volunteers made it complete with landscaping led
by the indomitable Shari Ryan . A BIG thank you to those of you that gave of your
time. Unfortunately for us, Shari will be taking a well deserved break. So I must lay
down the gauntlet and dar e anyone of you to pick it up and try to outdo her .

For anyone who walks the trails at Oak View Park, you have probably noticed the
new posts along the trails. Hopefully by the time you read this, the plant
identification plaques will be in place for your enjoyment. The installation of the
posts and signs is the Eagle Scout project of Taylor Hudler , the son of a family
friend. Many thanks to T aylor and Boy Scout Troop 413.

So on to what’s coming. Soon we will be hosting the annual Egg Hunt and Cake
Walk. This is one of our few fund raising events during the year , so please come out
and show your support. The LONA General Meeting, a great time to meet your
neighbors and discuss important topics affecting our neighborhood, will also be
coming up soon. Please look to the notices for details.

The LONA board only exists with volunteer support. Please join me in welcoming
and thanking Sue January as LONA Treasurer, Gerri W illiams  as LONA Secretary,
Aruna Bernier  who will be maintaining the LONA  Web site and Melissa Hathcock
who pr oduces the newsletter. Please help us continue to do a good job and fill one
of the other two vacant positions. Thank you.

Richard Thomas
President

Join Us!
General Meeting

Wednesday
April 5, 2006

Milwood Library
12500 Amherst Drive

7:00 pm

March 2006
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11th Annual Egg Hunt & Cake Walk

The 11th Annual Neighbor hood Egg Hunt is Sunday, April 2, 2006 at Kathy Caraway Elementary . The Cake
Walk will start at 3:30 pm with the hunt starting exactly at 4:00 pm. LONA  will pr ovide snacks, drinks,
photo-op with the Easter Bunny and good conversation with your neighbors.

Donations: Please deliver one dozen or more treat-filled eggs per child  to: 6703 Vallecito Drive  on or before
12:00 noon on April 2nd. Cakes for the cake walk can either be dropped off at the same house or taken to

the park that day. Times: Be at Kathy Caraway Elementary ready for the cake walk at 3:30 pm. The egg
hunt begins at 4:00 pm sharp.  Each child hunts for 12 eggs after the whistle is blown. The cake walk will
cost $1 per walk - all proceeds go to LONA.

Please contact lona_board@yahoogroups.com if you have any questions. Vallecito Drive is located between Oak
Knoll and Oak View Drive.



Landscaping Update
By Shari Ryan

Most of you have noticed the landscaping that began last
October at our new entrance on the corner of Jollyville and
Oak Knoll.  It looks great and will get better and better as
the plants grow and mor e are added.  We have used
drought resistant/low maintenance plants making upkeep
minimal.  Occasional work days of weeding, adding new
plants, watering and spreading new mulch are all that will
be needed in the future.  However, volunteers are needed for
this project.  If you are interested in getting involved, please
email me at this address:  lona_board@yahoogroups.com.

A special note of thanks goes to the following volunteers
who worked very hard to get the landscaping to this point.
These are your neighbors so be sure to thank them for their
stewardship to our neighborhood.  Mark Ryan, Becky &
Richard Thomas, Patti & Maggie Stone, Margaret Jenna,
Sandra Hammlett, Gary Shaw , Theresa Caillouet, Ron
Root, Steve Sawyer, Carl Kleinebecke, Russell Anderson,
Joy Wenker, Renee Hoelscher, Kay LaGrone, Sue &
Wayne January, Darin Hathcock,  Dan Dunn, V irginia
Hines, Mark Hess,  and Ellie Brady .

Financial Report
By Sue January
Treasurer

As your new tr easurer, I am happy to report
that we have completed the landscaping at
the new entrance sign and also completed
paying all the related expenses, leaving our
bank account with around $300.

It’s wonderful that such an outstanding
project has been completed and we still have
a positive balance, but new expenses will be
coming up.  We thank you for all your past
contributions and hope that you will
consider making a $20 contribution for the
new year, although any amount will be
greatly appreciated.  Complete the
contribution form on page 7 and mail it to
LONA  today.  Thanks!
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Taxes
by Richard Levy

While this is a bit late for use this year I have been working
with a number of clients lately who wanted help in
protesting their tax appraisals and have been struck by
how little most know about the process. That being the case
let’s do tax valuation 101, so to speak.
 
By law your home is revalued each year and is supposed to
be at market value as of January 1. Since there are a number
of entities which tax your pr operty (city , county, school
district, community college, etc) for convenience sake the
process is handled by one body. I’m going to r efer to the
Travis Central Appraisal District (TCAD) though if you live
in Williamson County the only r eal change is the name of
the district you are dealing with.
 
To begin, valuations are supposed be out by May 1. If you
are unhappy with your valuation you have until May 31 or
30 days after your valuation is mailed, whichever is later , to
file notice of your intention to appeal. It is important to
understand that the district employs professional
appraisers and maintains an enormous data bank of
information about sales and values. The Austin MLS does
NOT share data with the district. However , every time
someone goes in for a protest all “comps” that they bring
are loaded into the system. They also get information from
any and all building permits which are filed. Big Brother
though it may be they have a huge amount of information
about your home.
 
If you really think your valuation is incorrect then, by all
means, file a notice of appeal. It is a relatively simple
process and might save you money. There are a few things

you need to know. You will be of fered an informal hearing with an
appraiser before your formal hearing. You are not required to go but
you really should. The appraiser will listen to your arguments and
share the district’s comps and reasoning with you. If nothing else
you will be more prepared for your formal hearing and in many
cases if you do have a reasonable appeal it will be settled right
there. Do not expect sympathy or a tax break because your home
needs a new roof, painting, carpet or the like. The district looks on
this as rewarding one for failing to maintain their pr operty. If you
have an issue such as a foundation problem or mold remediation
which will markedly affect your ability to sell at full market value
that is another thing all together .
 
Should you go to a formal hearing, be as prepared and succinct as
possible. The review committee which is responsible for all protests
in Travis County is composed of 30 members, all volunteers from
the community . These are not professional politicians and the less
time you take the more they will appreciate it. Equally important,
this will not be an adversarial process unless you make it one.
These are your neighbors and fellow homeowners and they are
listening to appeals on everything from a mobile home lot to the
Frost Bank Tower. They actually want to help you if ther e is a
reason to. Let them if you can. Ultimately if all else fails you are
entitled to go to court to contest the verdict. It is hard to imagine a
scenario where that would be cost effective on a residential
property, but you have the right.
 
There are a number of firms and individuals who will offer to fight
your appraisal for you. Again this becomes a matter of how much
you value your time. For most homeowners I would recommend
that you begin by calling your Realtor . He or she should have a
good grasp of values in your neighborhood. It is a fairly simple task
to run comps on your home and compare them to the (county’s)
Appraisal District’s valuation. This will at least confirm where you
stand. You have a lot of resources available to you. Take advantage
of them and understand the pr ocess. Good luck next year.

Neighborhood Mailing List

Sign up for the neighborhood
mailing list!

The yahoo email group at http:/
/groups.yahoo.com/group/
laurel_oaks_na/ is the best way
to stay informed of neighborhood
happenings. A digest form can be
subscribed to if e-mail traffic is a
concern.

Heart of Texas, REALTORS® 
 

3921 Steck Avenue, Suite A-110 
Austin, Texas 78759 

Office: (512) 794-9292 Ext.204 
Cell: (512) 694-2057 
Fax: (512) 794-0634 

Email: rlevy@sprintmail.com Richard Levy, Realtor 

 
 

Get a dual advantage! 
As a realtor with 25 years experience in your  

neighborhood, I am committed to placing your  
interests first and providing the best in  

personal service. 
 

Here at RE/MAX Heart of Texas,  
we’ve been around this long  

because we care. 
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New Plant Markers at Oak View Park
By Shari Ryan

Oak View Park is such valuable asset to our
neighborhood and, as such, deserves a little TLC
from time to time.  That’s why I’m excited to tell
you about a project that LONA, Austin Parks
Department and Taylor Hudler  of Boy Scout
Troop #413 just completed.

LONA was awarded $250.00 in park grant funds
which went towards replacing all 23 old posts
and plant markers around the walking path at
Oak View Park.  These are a wonderful
educational tool for kids and adults alike so the
next time you’re at the park take a stroll around
the path, learn something new, make a game of it
by teaching your childr en about our Texas
landscape.

An added note of thanks also goes to Kelley
Cunny who identified all our plant species and
Becky and Richard Thomas who coordinated
this project with Taylor in or der for him to earn
his Eagle Scout badge.

A safe, fun, happy place for
dogs to play, stay and learn

¥ Doggy Play Day ¥
Boarding ¥ Training

TWO LOCATIONS
715 S. Lamar Blvd. near Barton Springs Rd.

6917 McNeil Dr. just off 183
Locally owned since 1994

Maps and more at 
www.taurusdogtraining.com

  

 MARY “B” IS NOT ONLY  YOUR NEIGHBOR -  
BUT AS YOUR REALTOR, THAT MEANS: 

 
 

                  W inners with her “Austin Alliance Group” 
                  I   ngenious website & marketing techniques 
                  N  eighbor & Partner in Education since ‘83 
                  N  umber 1 Agent of her NW-183 Office  
                  E   xperience of 24+ award-winning years 
                  R  eputation and respect that can’t be beat 
 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!!!    REALESTATE IS BLOOMING! 
  

CALL YOUR  AREA SPECIALIST TO GET YOU THE  
BEST PRICE POSSIBLE!!! 

AND YES I CAN  SELL BUILDER’ S HOMES  
AND REPRESENT YOU!! 

       
Do you need garage sale signs?  

Give me a call—I’ll bring you some!  

Mary “B” Battaglia 
GRI, CRS 

20+ yrs Real Estate Experience 

 
TOP LISTING AGENT 
Representing Our 

Neighborhood Since 
1983 

 
COLDWELL BANKER 

UNITED 
13376 Research Blvd., # 120 

Austin, Texas 78750 
 

258-6677 x 115 
(This will also page me) 

maryb@maryb.com 
www.maryb.com 

We’r e Sw amped!

Darin Ha thcock , Contractor
TRCC #26445

DBA The W eekend W ar rior
M: (512) 299-1410

We want to thank the residents of O ak Forest for your
past business and look forward to completing your future
needs. Now providing estimates for work to be performed
in the Fall of 2006. I would be happy to provide referrals if
you need work completed immediately.



Texas Forest Service is encouraging Texans to be careful when
collecting and pur chasing firewood at this time of year.
Transporting and storing diseased wood is a known means of
spreading the devastating oak wilt fungus to previously
uninfected neighborhoods. Utilizing these prevention steps is
the key to safeguarding against spreading the disease through
the selection and use of firewood:

• Select well-seasoned firewood. Well-seasoned wood is cut
before the summer and is typically dry with loose bark and
cracked ends. Avoid oak wood that appears unseasoned,
that may have tight bark and cut ends which show no
cracks or signs of aging. The extreme heat and drying of a
full Texas summer effectively destroys the fungus in cut
firewood.

• Safely store unknown sources of firewood. If the oak wood
comes from an unknown source and it is not well
seasoned, cover the woodpile with a clear piece of plastic.
Burying the edges of the plastic will prevent the entry or
exit of insects that might have been attracted to diseased
wood and fungal mats.

• Destroy diseased red oaks. A knowledgeable arborist or
forester should diagnose red oaks (i.e., Spanish, Texas red,
blackjack or shumard oak) that die rapidly (2-3 weeks) or in
groups (2 or more trees over several years) for oak wilt.
Trees suspected to have died recently from oak wilt should
be destroyed by burning, burying or chipping. The heat of a
fire destroys the fungus and the smoke emitted poses no
threat to healthy trees. When planning to do any outdoor
burning, be sure you check with local officials to see if an
outdoor burning ban is in place for your county and take
care not to burn on windy days with low humidity .

• Avoid wounding oaks during vulnerable seasons. The
general recommendation is to avoid injuries to oaks from
February through June. The best times for pruning of oaks
are during the heat of summer (minimal spore production)
or the cold of winter (minimal insect activity).

• Paint all oak wounds including pruning cuts. Throughout
the year, immediately apply a thin coat of latex or pr uning
paint to all fresh wounds and other injuries that expose the
inner bark or sapwood of oaks. This prevents contaminated
sap beetles from infecting the wound with oak wilt spores.

Oak fir ewood is an important commodity to T exans, whether
it’s used for firing up the barbecue pit or for warming up the
home on a cold winter ’s day. By selecting well-seasoned,
disease-free firewood and by following other disease
prevention guidelines, homeowners are taking the correct steps
to prevent a new oak wilt disease outbreak in their
neighborhood. Visit http://texasfor estservice.tamu.edu/for est/
oakwilt/default.asp or www .texasoakwilt.org for more
information, or call the TFS/Lower Colorado River Authority’s
Oak Wilt Hotline-512-473-3517.

Prevention is the Key to Decreasing Oak Wilt Spread
TFS Urges Caution When Selecting & Transporting Oak Firewood
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30 Minute Fitness
Common Sense Weight Loss
All the Support You Need to

Reach Your Goals

918-1771
Oak Knoll/Hwy 183

241-1771
8127 Mesa Drive

For 30 minutes, put
yourself first

Free Month available with 12 mo. c.d. program only.
Not valid with any other offer.   Valid only at participating locations.

Bring Ad In and
Get First Month

FREE


